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of property nominally owned by headmen and chiefs" (ibid., p. 209).

These good traits or culture-forms are happily found in certain
groups of people. Far from copying them, other communities who
have obtained political and spiritual power over them have used
that power to suppress these culture-forms, for lack of under-
standing. With reference to the uncompromisingly hostile attitude
of European missionaries towards polygamy, "the psycho-bio-
logical and sociological aspects of which they seem to understand
so little and to have so little concern for," Mr. Pitt-Rivers com-
plains that "invariably and inevitably moral rather than biological
considerations are of prime importance from the missionary point
of view. From this point of view native customs must be judged
by the standard of the missionary's own Christian code by which
alone can be determined whether any conduct or any custom
constitutes a sin, irrespective of the biological consequences of the
'sinful' or 'virtuous* conduct, or even whether it leads to the
survival or extinction of the race" (ibid., p. 135).

More than all, Mr. Pitt-Rivers vehemently protests against the
use of compulsion in acculturation. He protests against the "patent
injustice of forcing an alien code upon a people whose social
organization and whose every idea conflicts with it, involving, as
it does, a degree of interference with the private life and of perse-
cution that even the people of Europe, who profess to accept that
code and that morality, have never, since they were freed from the
Inquisition, for a moment tolerated" (ibid., p. 141).

Whale thus opposed to compulsion, Mr. Pitt-Rivers is not
opposed to voluntary acceptance. "The diffusion of cultural
elements between races in contact by borrowing is quite a different
process, which involves the selection of some elements only, their
modification or adaptation to the needs of the borrower and the
complete rejection of incompatible elements" (ibid., p. 240). This
is really a plea for self-determination in acculturation.